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September 24, 2011

Background Information

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), in cooperation with the National Park Service (NPS), is developing Air tour Management Plans (ATMP) for Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) and Point Reyes National Seashore (Seashore). The ATMP will only apply to the airspace below 5,000 above ground level over the area encompassed by the park and to the half-mile buffer zone surrounding the park’s boundary. The ATMP will apply to all commercial air tour operations in this airspace.

Current Planning and Air Tour Operations

The FAA and NPS are required to review environmental impacts on the natural resources, cultural resources, visitor experiences, and tribal lands within the Seashore and GGNRA under the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are due by the close of business on Wednesday, September 28th. See below for information on how to submit comments.

Currently, two air tour operators have been granted Interim Operating Authority to operate tours over the GGNRA and the Seashore. Under this Authority, the FAA has granted:

· 2,190 Seaplane Tours over GGNRA and the Seashore per year, and

· 2,900 Helicopter Tours over GGNRA and the Seashore per year.

Unless heavily contested, the FAA would establish these levels of overflight as the baseline – allowing by right this many low-flying plane and helicopter flights over our national parks per year! 

Your comment letters are essential to stop these commercial uses from destroying our natural and cultural resources, disturbing wildlife, and invading the visitor and wilderness experience at our national parks.

Talking Points

· GGNRA and the Seashore are national parks for people – not private commercial use – and these commercial overflights should be prohibited.

· Resident and migrating birds and marine wildlife are already subject to a number of potential human disturbances, including motorized water craft, motorized aircraft, recreational users, commercial, government, and industrial marine transport, oil spills, plastic in the ocean, marine debris, and climate change. Given the increasing number of negative pressures on birds and marine wildlife, EAC strongly believes that an outright prohibition of low over-flights is necessary for these national parks.

· The special national significance for which the GGNRA and Seashore were established, combined with the adjoining Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, the Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary, and Tomales Bay recognized as a tidal estuary and wetlands of international significance under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, and the importance of providing marine wildlife protection from undue disturbance, warrants an outright prohibition against motorized aircraft flights below 5000 feet except in the case of an emergency.

· Low-flying helicopters and planes will drastically diminish the ability to experience wilderness and the many wilderness values, including solitude, renewal, reflection, and immersion in wild nature, at the Seashore.

· A full environmental impact statement – not merely an environmental assessment - is necessary to ensure that the individual and cumulative impacts to resident and migrating marine wildlife and birds are considered under best available science. Such science shows adverse impacts to birds and marine wildlife from motorized boats and aircraft.

· The Interim Operating Authority establishes exceptionally high numbers of annual flights as a baseline – the FAA must submit factual evidence for the public to review from the air tour operators before establishing and allowing this level of operation.

Submit Your Comments on or before Wednesday September 28th
Submit your comments online at:

http://parkplanning.nps.gov.BayArea_ATMP
or by mail to:

Keith Lusk

Special Programs Staff, Western Pacific Region

Federal Aviation Administration

P.O. Box 92007

Los Angeles, CA 90009-2007

Thank you for supporting our beloved Bay Area national parks and protect their airspace for the peace and enjoyment of all!!

Sincerely yours,
Amy Trainer, Executive Director

Environmental Action Committee of West Marin
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