TOMALES DUNES

Tomales Dunes is the largest unprotected dune system in central California.


Tomales Dunes is a complex of several distinct habitats: mature mobile dunes, central dune scrub, dune prairie, and dune wetlands.  It is surrounded by and connected to a rich coastal environment that includes coastal prairie, coastal scrub, salt marsh, tidal flats, bay, and ocean. 

Tomales Dunes has the richest collection of seasonal dunes wetlands in central California and supports at least 9 rare, threatened, or endangered species.

Tomales Dunes is one of only eight sites in North America where Pacific golden plovers (Pluvialia fulva) have been known to overwinter.

Tomales Dunes is one of the few dune systems in California that still has a vital population of native dunegrasses, including a recently discovered and still-undescribed species.

Tomales Dunes has an amazing “Grand Canyon of the Sands”, which is recut and reshaped in wet winters by a rain-fed underground spring. This is the only such dune canyon in central California.

Tomales Dunes is the only dune system in the state that is wholly in private ownership. It is owned by the Lawson family of Dillon Beach, which operate a cattle and sheep ranch and the largest RV campground on California's coast.

Tomales Dunes has been operating for half a century without the required permits, causing significant degradation of wetlands and other sensitive habitats.  Up to 1000 RVs camp there at a time, most of them parking in the sensitive dunes wetlands.  There are 233 permanent RVs, served by over 100 unpermitted cesspits.

In the early1990s, an endangered plant species, Tidestrom’s lupine (Lupinus tidestromii), disappeared from the Dunes due in part to overgrazing and intensive recreational use. 
Tomales Dunes still has a significant area of rare mobile dunes, but since 1954, more than half have been lost, mostly to the invasive alien, European beach grass.

For more information on Tomales Dunes, go to www.eacmarin.org

