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Independent investigation will enhance understanding of Tomales Dunes

Study finds dunes dynamic, yet delicate

EAC has sponsored coastal plant ecol-
ogist Peter Baye, Ph.D, working with ento-
mologist David Wright, Ph.D, to prepare a
comprehensive report that provides the
basis for evaluating cumulative impacts on
regional biodiversity of land use changes at
Tomales Dunes. Baye's report, “Biogeo-
graphic Assessment of Tomales Dunes,
Marin County, California: Vegetation,
Flora, and Invertebrates,” adopts a broader
ecological focus than typical biological
assessments and gives full weight to species
of limited distribution and genetic distinc-
tiveness.

The study makes clear that the varied
landforms and the constant shifting of the
dunes promotes their biological richness.
The dynamic nature of the dunes results

from the interplay of water and wind and Gt WL
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their influence on sand movement.
Indeed, the native plants that can survive

An egret stands by a dune slack; European beachgrass (Ammophila arenaria) has
invaded the nearby foredunes.

in the shifting sands of a dune ecosystem
are “bioengineers”, in effect creating their
own habitat niches and moving through the changing
environment as conditions vary. In the late 1800s, non-
native beachgrass (Ammophila arenaria) was introduced in

“European beachgrass alters the dune ecology
by stabilizing active dunes, greatly reducing
sand movement and increasing plant cover.”

an attempt to stabilize the dune system, a goal at odds
with the natural behavior the dunes.

What are the distinctive aspects of the Tomales Dunes
flora? Many of the native plants common at other Califor-
nia dunes —silver dune lupine (Lupinus chamissonis), coast
buckwheat (Eriogonum latifolium), dune sage (Artemisia
pycnocephala)— are rare or absent at Tomales dunes. How-
ever, Tomales Dunes is home to several dune-adapted
species (eg. dune tansy, Tanacetum camphoratum) that

would normally be found further north or south but reach
the edge of their ranges here.
The main distinguishing features of Tomales Dunes are:

o the very high proportion and extent of dune slack
wetlands, including calcium carbonate-enriched
marshes and ponds;

o the very high proportion of naturally mobile,
unvegetated or sparsely vegetated high-relief dunes
still uncolonized by beachgrass

o the largest continuous expanse of native scrub vege-
tation on paleodunes (possibly Pleistocene age) in
California north of Monterey Bay;

o the northernmost stands of extensive, continuous,
and still-expanding dune scrub dominated by
mock-heather, Ericameria ericoides. Mock-heather
is the characteristic and dominant coastal dune
scrub plant species of the entire central California
coast, and Tomales Dunes represents the northern
limit of its full development.

continued on page 3
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EAC’s lost history comes to light

EAC member Jim Gault recently found this fascinating memo from EAC's earliest days. If you have any EAC history in your files, wed
be pleased to have a copy for our archives. If you are interested in helping collect information for a history of EAC, please contact the
office at 663-9312.

May 22, 1972

In the fall of 1970 the Environmental Action Committee of West Marin was formed as a result of the opening by
the National Park Service of the road to Mt. Vision to the private auto. By April 1971 we were an incorporated group
and by June, Jerry Friedman decided to leave Walden Center School in Berkeley after 6 years of teaching, in order
to devote his time and energy in helping to solve West Marin environmental and planning problems.

John Holt, the well known educator and author (How Children Learn, How Children Fail), agreed to pay Jerry
$4,000 in order to keep the group going on a full time basis. Standard Oil contributed $500 as a result of our work
during the oil spill, and the Sierra Club Foundation has periodically contributed funds for non-legislative work con-
nected with the Point Reyes National Seashore. In late fall of 1971, the Conservation Foundation of Washington, D.C.,
agreed to hire Jerry for the duration of the Tomales Bay Study as one of the coordinators, with funds separate from
those collected for the study by local citizen groups.
During the next year, John Holt will diminish his contri-
bution to the group so that we must be self-sufficient.

Consequently, to continue on as a viable, full time,
self-supporting organization, a fund raising committee
of volunteer members has been established. The goal
of our fundraisers is $5,000. With this amount our group
will be able to support a full time representative to

Some Highlights of EACOWM'’s Work 1970-1972
e Organized a coalition of groups to prepare a joint
statement on the Seashore Master Plan.

e Supported the Sierra Club’s wilderness proposal for
Point Reyes National Seashore.

e Set up West Marin's first recycling center.
e Won the repeal of the West Marin General Plan, and

attend meetings and do all the necessary research and
information dissemination crucial to accomplishing the
goals of our organization. To date, EACOWM's primary
expenditures have been for our monthly phone bill
which has run around $120, for our newsletter at a cost
of $15 per mailing, and for expenses connected with
EACOWM meetings and special projects.

the establishment of an Interim Ordinance to protect
West Marin.

e Won the adoption of A-60 zoning.
o Won the extension of the Tidal Waterways Ordinance

up Lagunitas Creek and all tidal areas in Marin.

e Won protection of Limantour Estero and Point Reyes

Headlands as research natural areas.

As a first step toward our goal of $5,000 we are ask-
ing each individual member to contribute $10 or more.
(For those members who cannot afford $10 a year, any
contribution above $1 will be counted as a membership

Please note: Many of our battles would not have been
won without the help of many other local and
countywide groups.

fee.) The importance of such contributions is threefold.
First, it raises money. Second, it firmly establishes a roster of truly supporting members. Finally, and perhaps most
importantly, it opens the door to foundation matching grants.

Our next steps towards our goal are still in the exploratory stages, and we seek your advice and help. Members
of the fund raising committee are actively investigating the possibilities of sponsoring an arts and crafts fair and/or
auction, rummage sale, a musical benefit concert featuring a well-known artist or group, and the creation and sale
of our own West Marin poster (complementary ones, of course, for all our members). All of these different projects
could be profitable and fun with active support and participation from all of us.

We have an outstanding and well-respected organization. The positions expressed and actions taken by this
group, made public though our representatives, have earned our group an ever increasing part in influencing deci-
sion making bodies not only in Marin but also in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. Your active support and partici-
pation will insure the future of EACOWM.

Sincerely yours,
Marj Stone, Chairman, EACOWM Fund Raising Committee
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Baye Report, from page 1

The unusual soil and vegetation conditions at Tomales
Dunes favor unique communities and species of insects.
Insects are important but often overlooked contributors to
the ecological function of any community. Tomales dunes

“Despite the wealth of native dune plant
species and their habitats, Tomales Dunes in
their current condition are subject to progres-
sive and potentially irreversible degradation
of its dune vegetation. The unchecked spread
of [invasive aliens] is likely to facilitate fur-
ther wildland weed problems, such as domi-

nance by annual non-native grasses, and

reduce conservation potential for existing
sensitive plant populations.”

hosts some rare and interesting insects whose populations
would likely be bolstered by dune restoration.

Two rare bird species are of particular interest at
Tomales Dunes. The Western Snowy Plover occurs on the
beach and foredune in good numbers both prior to and
immediately following the breeding season. With reduced
human traffic, it is likely that this could become a prime
breeding site for this federally-threatened species. The
dune slacks (wetlands) host one of the few wintering pop-
ulations of Pacific Golden Plovers in North America, a tes-

tament to the unique
environment these
rare wetlands pro-
vide.

The coastal dune
and dune slack (wet-
land) plant commu-
nities at Tomales
Dunes are, therefore,
highly distinct from
their closest compa-
rable types at Point
Reyes dunes and Bodega Head dunes. In fact, Tomales
Dunes is most comparable to the historic structure of the
San Francisco dune complex and is an important resource
for the understanding and restoration of a portion of San
Francisco’s dunes

Tomales dunes could play a critical role in the recov-
ery of some rare or vanishing species that rely on coastal
dunes. Tidestrom’s lupine, Myrtle’s silver spot butterfly,
and the Western Snowy Plover, among others, could find
refuge and establish viable populations here if the dunes
were properly managed.

Urban development and dune destruction up and
down the California coast—at Pacifica, San Mateo, San
Francisco—has eliminated most coastal dune habitat and
what still exists, such as Tomales dunes, is threatened with
further degradation. There are simply few opportunities
left to restore viable dune ecosystems and to insure a
future for the plants and animals that are so delicately
adapted to the shifting sands.

Tidestrom's Lupine (Lupinus
tidestromii), federally endangered

—Jules Evens

Ballot box victory: Marin bans GMO crops

EAC was an early and active supporter of Measure B, the ban on
genetically modified crops that voters apprioved overwhelmingly on Nove-
meber 2th. With 62% of the electorate favoring the ban, Marin becomes
the third county in California (after Mendocino and Trinity counties) to
outlaw GMO crops. Though similar measures in Butte and San Luis
Obispo Counties failed, activists in at least a dozen other California coun-
ties are considering putting forward their own bans.

GMO-Free Marin Campaign coordinator Lora O’Connor said, “This
is the beginning of a movement that’s going to be spreading across Cali-
fornia and the country. Once people realize that they have a choice,
they're choosing no.”

EAC endorsed the ban because we believe it is essential for the safety
of our health and our local agricultural industry, which relies on its repu-
tation for producing clean, healthy foods. Well-known GMO researcher
Dr. Ignacio Chapela spoke at our Potluck on the technical uncertainties of
genetic engineering.

Bl ﬁt

Dr. Ignacio Chapela demostrates the challenges of
genetic engineering wth his famous tabletop rope
trick at this year’s Potluck dinner.

EAC
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Thanks to all who supported EAC this year

(donations received from 11/1/03 to 10/31/04).

Steven & Gail Martin
Joan Martin

Allan & Eleanor Martini
Tim & Paula McGowan
Martha McKenna

$10,000 or more

Anonymous
Robert and Dorene Schiro

$1000 or more

Anonymous (2)

Anne Baxter

Nancy Bertelsen

Frank Caufield

Funding Exchange

John Harrington

Arie Kurtzig Memorial Fund
Mia Monroe & Stephan Meyer
Carol and Bill Press
Kenneth and Doris Roe

Ellis and Ann Stephens
Switzer Foundation

Richard Taylor

$500 or more

Anonymous

Maria Alexander

Jane Anderson & Tess Ayers
Bob Blitzer & Henry Small
Christa Burgoyne

Virginia Davis

Barry and Barbara Deutsch
Barbara Heenan

Mary Kent

Laurence Kirsch & Ivy Brezina
Susan and Nicholas Pritzker
Bob and Jean Soost

Maria Straatmann & Rick Johnson
Effie Westervelt

$100 or more

Anonymous (6)

Janet Allen

Tom Anderson

Dennis Antenore

Howard & Eva Arneson
Gordon & Norma Ashby

Jim Barkovich & Karen Jernstedt
Janice Barry

Tom & Sherry Michals Baty
Carroll & Chuck Beckett
Gordon Bennett & Kate Carolan
Mark & Beverly Birnbaum
Martha & Ralph Borge

Robert & Brigitte Brandriff
Gordon & Wanda Bronson
Royal & Margery Hom Brown
Juanita Brown

Kris Brown & Scoby Zook

Mark Butler & Mary Anne Rotella
Wiebke Buxbaum

Catherine L. Caufield

Susan & Joseph Cerny

Judith Ciani Smith

George & Sheri Clyde

Paul & Suzanne Coopersmith
David & Vicki Cox

Rigdon Currie & Trish Johnson

Jon & Carole D'Alessio

Mrs Patricia Daly

Ron & Heidi de Stefano

Daniel & Lee Drake

Ken Drexler & Sarah Leach

Alice & Chuck Eckart

Ellen Edwards

Jules & Meryl Evens

Pam Fabry & Ed Chiera

Gloria & Saul Feldman

Pam & Andy Ferrari

Dick Fitzgerald

Caleb & Hope Foote

Marty Frankel & Michael
Harrington

Louise Franklin

Blair Fuller

Tom & Barbara Gaman

V Eugene & Joan Garbarino

Jim & Margaret Gault

Ursula Gealey

Ann Gessert & Raul Gallyot

Tony & Laurel Gilbert

Sadja Greenwood & Alan
Margolis

Terry & David Griffiths

Guy Rogers Gullion Il

Steve Hadland & Anneke Van Der
Veen

Bob Hass & Brenda Hillman

Mr. & Mrs Alfred & Marcelle Holck

Sandra & Wade Holland

Millie & Mac Holliday

Victor & Lorraine Honig

Martha Howard

William Hudson

Thomas & Constance Hunter

Ted & Diane Johnson

Stanley Johnson

Stanley Johnson

Tracy Johnston & Jon Carroll

Bob & Lynette Kahn

David & Carrie Kane

Larry & Barbara Keller

Clarence Kent

Shannon Kilkenny

Bill King & Nancy Stephens

Richard Kirschman

Matt Kondolf

Mark & Jane Kriss

Bob & Mary Kroninger

Nicole Lederer & Lawrence Orr

Natalie Lee-Davis & Norman Davis

Barbara Leigh & Roger Harshaw

Don & Susan Leonard

Allan M. Levy

Larry Litvak & June Cooperman

Marshall & Jennifer Livingston

Stanley & Judith Lubman

Jerry Mander

John Manning

Sandy & Malcolm Manson

Grace & Mort McMichael

Dan McNear
Marianne Melcher
Michael & Connie Mery
Albert William Meyer
Charles Miller & Nancy Stetson
Julie & Jim Monson
Dennis Moritz & Susan Small-

Moritz
Bill & Laura Moseley
Don & Patty Neubacher
Robert Newcomer
William Nisbet
Terry Nordbye
James & Kayo O’Hara
Michael & Judy O’Shea
Kathleen Peters
Claude & Noelle Poncelet
Bob Powsner & Sasha lone
David Press
Bill & Joanne Prieur
Gus & Marilyn Raney
Ann Read
Dennis & Judy Rodoni
Ron Rosano & Susan Morrow
Philip Rosenthal & Kandace Strako
Conn & Susan Rusche
Susan Scott
Gail Seneca & Hal Nathan
Jeffrey & Nanci Shapiro
Tom Thornley & Robin Nelson
Barry & Marjorie Traub
Joe & Kathy Tresch
Susan & John Van der Wal
Tanis Walters
Carol Waxman & George

Stamoulis
Idie & David Weinsoff
Frank & Phyllis Wells
Nick & Elan Whitney
Michael & Barbara Whitt
David Wimpfheimer
Hilary Winslow
Betty Woolfolk
Elizabeth Zarlengo & Gary Ireland

$50 or more

Anonymous (5)

Arthur & Deborah Ablin
Christopher & Jane Adams
Doris Allen & Nancy Sakellar
Howard & Ann Allen
Thelma Arlom

Don & Nancy Barbour
Barbara Barkovich

Bill Barrett

Peter Barta

Alice Beall & Rob Hockenos
John & Elsie Becker

Susan & Stephen Beecroft
Lee Benzinger

Frank Binney

Sandra Bird

Tupper Blake & Madelaine
Graham-Blake

Martin Blinder

Gerald & Carol Block

Bruce Bowser & Marlie De Swart

Dave Brast

Ed Brown

Virginia Brownback

Harold & Ava Jean Brumbaum

Henry & Janice Buckingham

Priscilla & Michael Bull

Alexander & Cornelia Calhoun

Henry & Olga Carlisle

Barbara Carlitz

Art Carpenter

James Chenney

Bonnie & Rich Clarke

Dave & Cynthia Clarkson

Berneice & Norman Clayton

Jonathan Cohen

Steven Cohen

Richard & Molly Cohen

Klasine Coleman

Arthur Comings

Joyce Crews

Idgi D’Andrea

John Deri

Eleanore Despina & Bing Gong

Barbara Dewey

George Dirkes

James & Cecelia Donahue

Joseph Donohoe

Mark Dowie & Wendy Schwartz

John & Helaine Dunmire

Walter Earle & Margaret Graham

Don & Barbara Eastman

Faith Echtermeyer

Thom Elkjer

Dave & Ellen Elliott

Claire John Eschelbach

Mary Eubank & John Anderson

Carol & Robert Evans

Jeffrey Felix & Bonnie Rottier

Frederick & Susan Fisher

Deborah Fitzpatrick

Sarah & Tal Fletcher

Mary Anne Flett

Barry Flicker

Howard & Rena Foote

David Ford & Ann Darragh

Harvey Freed

Carol Friedman

Wendy Friefeld

Elizabeth Garsonnin

Dennis & Nancy Gates

Timothy C. Gee

Stan Gillmar

Don & Lynn Glaser

Mary Glenn

Cindy Goldfield & Leigh Askew

Michael Goodall

Adelaide Green

Lucile Griffiths

Karen Grove

Thomas Gruhn

Mario Guarneri

Susan Hall

Horst Hanf

Jo Hanson



eacNews Fall 2004

page 5

Kevin & Jane Turner Hart

Richard & Virginia Havel

Tot & Joanne Heffelfinger

Henry & Ravenna Helson

David Herbst & Nancy Beck

Cheryl Higgins & Norman
Solomon

Mervin Hill

Ella Hirst

Donald & Shirley Holmlund

David Hooson & Margaret
Mackenzie

Thayer Hopkins

Bill Howe

Timothy & Nina Itin

Rob & Susan Janes

Christina Jaqua

Barbara & Lee Jay

Kristine Johnson & Timothy Dattels

Roanne & David Kaplow

John & Susan Kelly

Brannon Ketcham & Kathleen
Abbott

Bobbi & David Kimball

Remmy & Paul Kingsley

Gary Knoblock

Michael A. Kraus & Nancy Sasser

Charlene Kreps

David & Alice Kroll

Erika & Wulf Kunkel

Rebecca Kurland & Patrick Mason

Herb Kutchins & Gina Siciliano

Carrie & Stuart Kutchins

Jan Langdon

Robert & Beatrice Laws

Vicki Leeds & Ben Moseley

Sandy Leicester

Melinda Leithold

James Lerer & Sarah Cameron

Ken Levin

Rae Levine

Point Reyes Books

Jim & Kathy Lino

Sara Loyster & Geoffrey van
Lienden

Gregory Lyon & Kathleen Duffy

Rick & Jean Lyttle

Robert P. MacDonald

Kenneth Macklin

Marge Macris

Dr. Jan Maisel

Ron & Amanda Mallory

Peter Martinelli

Katherine & Erwin Martinez

Norman Masonson

Nancy McCarthy

Kate McClain

Michael McClaskey

Michael & Trish McEneany

Beverly Mclntosh

Amy Meyer

Paul Minault

Bridger & Katherine Mitchell

Dan & Connie Morse

Kathy Munger

Leland Murphy

Margaret Nobmann

Ed & Marcia Nute

Cindy Ohama

Richard & Eve Anne Pearson

Pamela Pierce

Jerry Powell & Liz Randal

Jorge & Elena Presser

Martha & Alan Proctor

Anthony & Mary Prud’Homme

Elisabeth & Gene Ptak

Jeri & Tom Quinn

Charlotte Read & David Braman

Donald Reinberg

Margaret & Russell Ridge

Mark & Andrea Riesenfeld

John Robbins

Mary Fran Rocca

Claudia & Mark Ropers

Hadden Roth

Léonore Russell

Robert Ryder

Carl Sandrock & Bright Smith

Anne Sands & Russ Faure-Brac

Alexander Seddio

Frank & Lelia Seidner

Moreva Selchie

Ellen Serber & Jim Ottobre

Dr. & Mrs. William Serber

Stanley & Joan Siddle

Lydia & Charles Sloan

Lloyd & Margaret Smith

Vernon & Doreen Smith

Joe Soule

Alan & Page Spain

Suzanne & John Speh

Greg Srednicki

Tim & Sherry Stanton

Molly Merrill Sterling

Col. Pat M. Stevens Il

Melanie Stone & Paul Korhummel

Dwight G. & Elaine M. Straub

George & Helene Strauss

Anne Strugnell

John Sundberg & Lilian
Tereszkiewicz

Donna & Peter Svirsky

Michael Taylor

Debra Chamberlin & George
Taylor

Paul Tergis

Adrienne Terrass & Aldo Tarigo

James F. Thatcher

Alex Thoemmes & Dietlind Kionke-
Thoemmes

Carolyn Timmins

Paula & J.A. Tompkins

Richard & Barbara Tracy

Don & Glenda Vessey

Anne Vitale

Esther Wanning

J Michael Watt & Elleen
Leatherman

Bob & Norma Wells

Frank Werblin

Betty & John Wheelwright

Dorothy & Geoff White

Gary & Karen Whitten

Bill & Susan Wigert

Margo Wing

Paki & Hoby Wright

Tom Yarish & Laure Campbell

Pauline Zamora & Andreas
Bengough

In memory of Mathew Baxter
Kate Baxter

In memory of Miles McKey
Thomas & Constance Hunter

In memory of Don Stone
Ruth Stahl

Thanks to these generous
people who donated goods
and services to EAC in 2004

Sarah Allen

Norma Ashby
Audubon Canyon Ranch
Peter Baye

Robert Campbell
Jules Evens

Martha Howard
Rick Johnson
Inverness Yacht Club
Marty Knapp

Peter Martinelli
Keith Matthews

Dan McNear

Terry Nordbye
Cindy Ohama

Bob Stewart

Elaine Straub

Lisa Thompson
David Wright

Special thanks to all who have responded to our Dunes Appeal (donations received as of 11/10/04).

Anonymous (3)

Dennis Antenore

Thelma Arlom

Jane Arrendell

David & Elisabeth Bary
Anne Baxter

Mark & Beverly Birnbaum
Martha & Ralph Borge
Dave Brast

Gordon & Wanda Bronson
Juanita Brown

Christa Burgoyne
Catherine Caufield

Susan & Joseph Cerny
James Chenney

George & Sheri Clyde
Richard & Molly Cohen
Steven Cohen

Joyce Crews

Rigdon Currie & Trish Johnson
Jon & Carole D'Alessio

Barry & Barbara Deutsch

Daniel & Lee Drake

Don & Barbara Eastman

Pam Fabry & Ed Chiera

Dick Fitzgerald

Marty Frankel & Michael
Harrington

V Eugene & Joan Garbarino

Tony & Laurel Gilbert

Mary Glenn

Adelaide Green

Thomas Gruhn

Elaine Gutteridge

Steve Hadland & Anneke Van Der
Veen

Barbara Heenan

Millie & Mac Holliday

David Hooson & Margaret
Mackenzie

Stanley Johnson

Tracy Johnston & Jon Carroll

Joseph & Norma Kaline

Roanne & David Kaplow

Bobbi & David Kimball

Matt Kondolf

Mark & Jane Kriss

Bob & Mary Kroninger

Jan Langdon

Don & Susan Leonard

Marshall & Jennifer Livingston

Daniel and Virginia Mardesich

Beverly Mcintosh

Grace & Mort McMichael

Mia Monroe & Stephan Meyer

Julie & Jim Monson

Eric R. Morey

Dennis Moritz & Susan Small-
Moritz

Kathy Munger

William Nisbet

Michael & Judy O’Shea

Claude & Noelle Poncelet

Carol & Bill Press

Susan & Nicholas Pritzker

Martha & Alan Proctor

Donald Reinberg

Dennis & Judy Rodoni

Judi Sachs

Moreva Selchie

Lydia & Charles Sloan

Vernon & Doreen Smith

Ann & Ellis Stephens

Maria Straatmann & Rick Johnson

Richard Taylor

Alex Thoemmes & Dietlind Kionke-
Thoemmes

Barry & Marjorie Traub

Idie & David Weinsoff

Frank & Phyllis Wells

Effie Westervelt

Betty & John Wheelwright

Margo Wing

Hilary Winslow
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Celebration of Tomales Bay and Ed Wayburn

In October, EAC hosted a small lunch to celebrate the
designation of Tomales Bay as a Wetland of International
Importance under the Convention on Wetlands, commonly
known as the Ramsar Convention. Thanks to our efforts,
Tomales Bay is one of only 19 Ramsar sites in the United
States and one of only two in California. We also wanted to
honor Dr. Edgar Wayburn, whose support was a key factor
in the success of our nomination.

Among the guests were the heads of the two agencies
that manage Tomales Bay, Don Neubacher of the Point
Reyes National Seashore, and Maria Brown of the Gulf of
the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, along with her
predecessor, Ed Ueber. They were joined by representatives
of the public officials and organizations that supported our
nomination, Senator Barbara Boxer, Congresswoman Lynn
Woolsey, the California Department of Fish & Game, and
the Sierra Club. Dr. Wayburn was presented with a copy of
remarks made on the floor of Congress by Lynn Woolsey to
mark the event. An excerpt is below.

“Now 98, Ed Wayburn has a record as one of the most suc-
cessful environmental leaders in the country. Locally, Ed and
his late wife Peggy are known for their roles in the expansion of
Mount Tamalpais State Park and the creation of Pt. Reyes
National Seashore and the Golden Gate National Recreation
Area. Nationally, they spent 13 years fighting to protect 104
million acres of Alaskan wilderness, an achievement that dou-
bled the size of the national park system. In 1995, he won the
Albert Schweitzer Prize for Humanitarianism, and, in 1999,
he won the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest

civilian award, for his exceptional service on behalf of environ-
mental preservation.

“Dr. Edgar Wayburn is principally responsible for saving
more open space than any other living American. Although not
the hiker he used to be, he is still awed and inspired by the nat-
ural world. “Wilderness is enjoyed not only by the young and
hardy,” he says. “Sometimes it is simply enough to know it exists
— to remember and to dream.” We share the dream of Ed Way-
burn for a world in which mankind honors and preserves our
natural heritage.”

The lunch ended with a reading of a poem written
especially for EAC by Inverness resident and poet Robert
Hass about the bay he lives by and loves. e are very grate-
ful to Bob for this honor.

Tomales Bay, Autumn

Tomales Bay is flat blue in the September heat.

This is the moment when hikers on Inverness Ridge

stand on tiptoe to pick the ripe huckleberries

the deer couldn't reach. This is the season of lulls—

egrets hunting the tidal shallows; ribbons of sandpipers
fluttering over mudflats, white, then not; steam,

just a little, rising from the bay. This is the season

when bliss is what you glimpse from the corner of your eye,
as you drive past, running errands, as the wind comes up,
and the surface of the water glitters hard against it.

—Robert Hass

Composting West Marin

Following the lead of the successful Bolinas-Stinson
Beach green waste composting project, the West Marin
Compost Coalition (which includes EAC board member
Lynnette Kahn) is proposing a new West Marin Community
Compost Program. The proposed program will deal with
the green waste generated by homeowners, tree crews, park
maintenance, and landscapers, and the livestock manure
generated by dairies and horse ranches, with a view to
improving water quality within the Tomales Bay watershed.

The Coalition wants to develop several small communi-
ty composting operations that would corral sources of nutri-
ents and organic matter, processing them under controlled
conditions so as to render them pathogen free and environ-
mentally benign. The idea is to return the finished compost
back to the parks, farms, ranches, gardens and landscapes
from which it was derived. This would have several benefits.
It would reduce or eliminate the need for imported mineral
fertilizers on these watershed soils and it would increase soil
organic matter, thus improving the soil’s nutrient holding

capacities and reducing nutrient and sediment runoff. With
several small strategically located sites, the projects would
share equipment, reduce hauling costs in the form of fuel
use, air pollution, traffic and labor, and minimize pollution
risks potentially attendant to larger scale facilities.

This concept, developed over several years by the
Coalition, has been influenced by the Bolinas-Stinson Beach
experience. Lunny Grading and Paving, Inc. has agreed to
act as the private sector sponsor of a proposed public-private
pilot composting facility for Nicasio Valley. The proposed
Nicasio project would process dairy waste, horse stable
manure, and green waste generated within the Nicasio Creek
watershed. It could also serve as a green waste handling facil-
ity for the Pt. Reyes area until a Pt. Reyes facility is devel-
oped. The Caoalition, which welcomes new members, has
already met with a number of local groups, and will soon

make a presentation to the Nicasio community.
For more information, contact Jeff Creque at
JACreque@aol.com.
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EAC coordinates community effort to set marine reserves for Marin coast

In 1999, the California legislature passed the Marine
Life Protection Act, specifying that a network of Marine Pro-
tected Areas (MPAS) be established along the California
coastline to protect marine biodiversity. To design and imple-
ment these MPAs, the California Department of Fish and
Game (DFQG) initiated several regional working groups com-
prised of stakeholders including fisherman, recreational users,
scientists, agencies and environmentalists to cooperatively
discuss and design mutually agreeable networks of protected
areas for discrete sections of the coast. These networks would
then be considered for recogniton by the state. However,
with the state budget crisis beginning in 2002, the working
groups were suspended. Recently the process was re-initiated,
but with a focus on central California. The working groups
will not address the Marin Coast for several more years. At
that time, DFG will consider MPA proposals from local
community groups, in addition to those proposed by the
DFG-sponsored working groups.

To help ensure that the Marin Coast has a sustainable
and stakeholder supported array of MPAs, EAC is coordinat-
ing a local MPA working group composed of local recre-
ational fisherman, government agencies, environmental
groups, and scientists. The working group intends to develop
a mutually agreeable and scientifically defendable array of
MPAs to propose to DFG for consideration. By having an
MPA array that is widely supported by local stakeholders, we
are more likely to have a proposal considered and imple-
mented by DFG, since disagreement over size, number and
placement of MPAs can often stall or derail the process.

The working group asked stakeholders to suggest poten-
tial areas for MPAs that are mutually agreeable. Then,
researchers from Moss Landing Marine Labs collected habi-
tat data for these areas using sidescan sonar. Finally, the habi-
tats and MPAs are entered into a spatial fish population and
dispersal model being developed by UC Davis that will cal-
culate the MPA array’s effectiveness at sustaining nearshore

rockfish populations.
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Thus, different arrays
of MPAs proposed by
the group can be tested
for predicted effective-
ness at sustaining fish
populations into the
future. In additon,
Environmental
Defense is conducting
a survey of marine
resource users to deter-
mine which areas are
most ecologically, eco-
nomically and socially
important.

The state has post-
poned decisions on
MPAs in Northern
California until at least
2010. We therefore
hope to have a scientif-
ically rigorous, socially
responsible and sus-
tainable MPA plan
endorsed by all local
stakeholders to present
to the state for consid-
eration at that time.

—Ben Becker,

Pacific Coast Science

Preliminary marine substrate map that will be used to delineate rockfish habitat. This map does not yet
include new high-resolution sonar data collected in September 2004 at the Pt. Reyes Headlands and from

Drakes Bay down to Duxbury Reef.

and Learning Center,
Point Reyes
National Seashore
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Thanks to our great volunteers! New Members in 2004
Doree Allen Tom Gaman Jerry Meral Mary Kent: Berkeley. Bobbi & David Kimball: Bolinas.
ég?go%a)ggrznett gll'cr)r;my(/;guilltbert &ggﬂ; '\|<I/Ieer3)//er Susan & Nicholas Pritzker: Chicago, IL. Dr. & Mrs. William
Bruce Bowser Jeri Jacobson Joyce Moldovan Serber, Pauline Zamora & Andre_as Benggqgh: Corte Made_ra.
Sheri Clyde Rick Johnson Mia Monroe Paul & Maureen Draper: Cupertino. Patricia Todesco: Davis.
Jules Evens Lynnette Kahn David Press David Weinstein: El Cerrito. Mario Guarneri: Fairfax. David
Maryanne Flett Peter Martinelli Tanis Walters Herbst & Nancy Beck, Robert Cardwell, Gayanne Enquist,
Barbara Gaman Ewell Mclsaac Carol Waxman Bridger & Katherine Mitchell, Richard & Eve Anne Pearson,
L Martha and Alan Proctor, Susan Scott, Dwight & Elaine
gy Piper Straub: Inverness. Sandra Bird: Kentfield. Mary B. Linton:
IE\)/IE::,}\Iear Larkspur. Frank Werblin: Marshall. Cherie Anderson: Mill
trades Valley. Kate Merriman, Porter Merriman: Napa. Rebecca
fashion Kurland & Patrick Mason: Oakland. Karen Anderson:
secrets Olema. Michael A. Kraus & Nancy Sasser: Petaluma. Lee
with Benzinger Rob Hayden, Ellen Holmes, Gary Knoblock,
Joseph Ruth L. Stahl: Point Reyes Station. George Dirkes, Diane
Monroe, Fruin: Ross. Beverly MclIntosh: San Anselmo. Kristine John-
;\a/zltii;er of son & Timothy Dattels: San Francisco. Thelma Arlom: San
Monroe Rafael. Michael Ellis: Santa Rosa. Joyce and John Moldovan:
| atthis Sonoma. Faith Echtermeyer: St. Helena. Bill Duddleson:
years Williamsport. Peter and Ann Jones: Wbodacre.
Piper on ..
the For the latest on EAC activities & West
Ridge Marin issues go to www.eacmarin.org.

EAC Board

Anne Baxter,

President Sign up now for Bob Stewart’s Easter walk

Popular naturalist Bob Stewart has kindly offered to lead an Easter morning (Sunday,
March 27) walk at Chimney Rock to benefit EAC. He'll talk about birds, birdsong,
wildflowers and thenatural history of the area. What better way to welcome Spring?

Rick Johnson
Vice-President

TO'In']reacs;‘ljlrr:ran’ This trip is for EAC members only and it is limited to the first 15 to sign up. Bob’s
walks always fill up fast. Call 606-2235 to enroll. $50 donation to support EAC’s work.
Jerry Meral
Secretary
Gordon Bennett
Bruce Bowser eaC Non-profit Org. h
Jules Evens Environmental Action Committee of West Marin U'S'Pi‘fgtage
PO. Box 609 * Pt Reyes Station, CA 94956 Permit No.2
Lynnette Kahn phone 415-663-9312 « fax 415-663-8014 Point Reyes
Peter Martinelli e-mail: eac@svn.net
David Press

Mia Monroe, emeritus

EAC Staff

Catherine Caufield,
Executive Director




