
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 25, 2018 

 

The Honorable Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher 

State Capitol, Room 2114 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

 

SUBJECT: AB 2369 (Gonzalez-Fletcher): Preventing Poaching in Marine Protected Areas- 

SUPPORT 

 

Dear Assemblywoman Gonzalez-Fletcher: 

 

On behalf of the above organizations, we are writing in support of Assembly Bill 2369 to increase 

penalties for commercial poaching in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). Our organizations work 

across California on coastal and marine conservation and resource management issues. At the 

forefront of this work is our effort to help conserve 16% of state waters that are protected in 

MPAs. Unfortunately, commercial scale poaching renders California’s MPA network less 

effective at achieving its conservation goals.  

 

California’s MPAs were established to conserve the state’s coastal resources, wildlife habitat, and 

the fisheries and wildlife that depend on healthy ocean ecosystems. Unfortunately, through illegal 

poaching some entities continue to subvert the protections established by MPAs. The illegal take of 

marine resources in MPAs undermines the tireless work of agencies, the public, ocean users and our 

organizations to manage MPAs effectively as tools to rebound fisheries, restore ecosystem health, 

and enhance the recreational value of coastal areas. Poaching, particularly on a commercial scale, 

continues in California’s MPAs and has significant adverse impacts on recovering ecosystems and 

wildlife populations.  

 



Current penalties for commercial entities poaching in MPAs, including commercial passenger 

fishing vessels - (CPFVs) or “party boats”, are not an effective economic deterrent. These penalties 

vary depending on the violation, but under the Fish and Game Code may not exceed $1,000 per 

violation. For instance, in 2015, a commercial fisherman was fined a mere $220 for having set 200 

hagfish traps within a no-take State Marine Reserve.  

 

This bill would improve MPA compliance among commercial entities by sending a powerful 

message to would-be poachers that substantial penalties are in store for those that illegally take fish 

and other resources protected within the MPAs. The bill will increase penalties to be a sufficient 

deterrent, rather than just a cost of doing business, by establishing the first fine for commercial 

poaching in an MPA between $5,000-$40,000, consistent with other poaching-for-profit fines. In 

the case of a second violation, fines would increase to between $10,000-$50,000 and include the 

revocation of the commercial permit.   

 

Furthermore, commercial fishermen and party boats have been able to subvert law enforcement and 

continue operating while under poaching investigation by simply transferring their fishing permits 

to others within their business. Assembly Bill 2369 would prevent this by prohibiting the transfer of 

a permit or commercial fishing license before resolution of pending civil, criminal, or administrative 

action 

 

The undersigned organizations strive to conserve our shared ocean resources for a sustainable 

future. On behalf of our organizations, we thank you for your hard work to protect the natural 

resources found within California’s incredible network of MPAs. Thank you for pursuing this 

important matter. We look forward to working with you to pass this measure. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Zachary Plopper      Jennifer Savage   

Conservation Director     California Policy manager  

WILDCOAST      Surfrider Foundation   

 

 

Michael Quill      Kim Delfino 

Marine Programs Director    California Program Director 

Los Angeles Waterkeeper    Defenders of Wildlife 

 

 

Morgan Patton      Elizabeth Murdock 

Executive Director     Director, Pacific Ocean Initiative 

Environmental Action Committee of West Marin Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

 

Amy Wolfrum      Matt O’Malley 

California Ocean Conservation Policy Manager Executive Director 

Monterey Bay Aquarium    San Diego Coastkeeper 

 



 

Sara Aminzadeh     Lance Morgan 

Executive Director     President and CEO  

California Coastkeeper Alliance   Marine Conservation Institute 

 

Ben McCue      Mary Luna 

Executive Director     Coastal and Marine Scientist 

Outdoor Outreach     Heal the Bay 

 

Kira Redmon      Linda Kropp 

Executive Director     Chief Counsel 

Santa Barbara Channelkeeper    Environmental Defense Center 

 

Pam Heatherington     Laura Hunter 

Board of Directors     Escondido Neighbors United 

Environmental Center of San Diego 

 

Michael McCoy     Jim Peugh 

Executive Director     Conservation Chair 

Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association San Diego Audubon Society 

 

 

 


