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August 16, 2018 
 
California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 
Marine Region  
Dr. Craig Shuman, Regional Manager 
20 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 100 
Monterey, CA  93940 

California Ocean Protection 
Council  
Deborah Halberstadt 
Executive Director 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Via Email to: R7MPA@wildlife.ca.gov  
 
Re: EAC Comments on Draft MPA Monitoring Action Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Shuman, Ms. Halberstadt, and Department and OPC staff,  
 
The Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (EAC) has been 
working to protect the unique lands, waters, and biodiversity of West 
Marin since 1971. Our work strives to provide long-term protection 
and conservation of the unique ecosystems and rural communities of 
West Marin, and serves as a foundation of environmental protection 
for future generations. 
 
As a coastal advocacy group, we have been extensively involved in the 
implementation of the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA), from early 
involvement in the creation of California’s marine protected area 
(MPA) network, to support for MPA partnerships and increased 
funding, and to today’s advocacy efforts around outreach, legislation, 
education, and enforcement.  
 
Our executive director co-chairs the Golden Gate MPA Collaborative, 
and EAC runs the Marin MPA Watch program in partnership with the 
Point Reyes National Seashore and California Academy of Science. 
Marin MPA Watch has been successfully training volunteers to collect 
data in Marin County since 2015. Our community science program 
empowers volunteers and youth to become engaged in their local 
coastal areas as citizen scientists. Our volunteers see firsthand how 
people are using our MPAs and are able to contribute data that may be 
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used to inform the management, enforcement, and science of California's MPAs. As of July 2018, 
the statewide network of MPA Watch organizations have collected more than 20,349 human use 
surveys since 2011 that document both consumptive and non-consumptive uses. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present comments on the Draft MPA Monitoring Action Plan 
(Action Plan). Overall, we are in strong support of the Action Plan and the launch of Phase II, 
which will allow us to better understand climate change impacts and ecosystem resilience. 
There is a need for a well synthesized document like the Action Plan to help with MPA 
management, and many local stakeholders are supportive of the plan. To name a few successes, 
the Action Plan successfully emphasizes the use of best available science, a partnership and 
ecosystem-based approach, building on existing data collection efforts, engaging in tribal 
consultations, and provides tools for managing our MPAs in the face of climate change.  
 
We are elated that the Action Plan includes citizen or community science programs as examples 
of existing programs to draw from, including the MPA Watch program. Citizen science is a key 
resource for data collection and the long-term monitoring program for California’s MPA network. 
Specifically, data collection on human uses will help us better understand how MPAs and marine 
ecosystems are impacted by human uses, as well as helping us see how human uses impact our 
MPAs. The acknowledgement of traditional ecological knowledge is also a strong part of the 
Action Plan, as is the use of tables and figures throughout the document.  
 
We do recommend two revisions to the Action Plan. First, we recommend adding in the role of 
MPA enforcement and compliance data as key metrics to understanding trends in compliance 
and better understanding MPA effectiveness. Enforcement is a key component of the MPA 
program and critical to the program’s success.   
 
Second, we recommend that the Action Plan clarify that the tiers (tiers I, II and III) do not 
necessarily indicate the importance or ecological value of each MPA. For instance, a tier III 
MPA could be just as ecologically valuable as a tier I MPA. For example, we note that Duxbury 
Reef SMCA, which is part of our MPA Watch program, is a tier II MPA, but it is of significant 
ecological importance. Duxbury Reef is one of the largest shale reefs in North America and is 
home to a wide diversity of species including coralline algae, a tier I species. While tiering is 
logical for data and funding purposes, it is important to keep in mind that the MPAs are most 
ecologically significant as a full and cohesive network, as is stated in Goal 6 of the MLPA.  
 
Thank you for your continued dedication to our state network of globally significant MPAs, and 
for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to continuing our MPA partnership.  
 
Sincerely,  

      
Morgan Patton       Ashley Eagle-Gibbs 
Executive Director      Conservation Director  


