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August 19, 2014 
 
 
Jamison Watts, Executive Director 
Marin Agricultural Land Trust 
P.O. Box 809 
Pont Reyes Station, CA  94956 
 

Re: Support for Borello Ranch proposal 
 
Dear Jamison, 
 
On behalf of Environmental Action Committee of West Marin’s (EAC) Board of Directors, I’m 
writing to express our strong support of MALT’s acquisition of the Borello Ranch. EAC’s Board 
unanimously voted in favor of my sending this letter. 
 
It is EAC’s understanding that MALT will be acquiring the property with the intention of selling 
the property for agricultural and other uses to Mike Giammona and Andrew Zlot, subject to a 
MALT agricultural conservation easement.  I understand that MALT will likely own the ranch 
for a period of three years, during which the property will be leased to Giammona and Zlot, 
while MALT raises the funds necessary to protect the property. EAC would hope that public 
access could be considered as part of the deal. 
 
EAC also understands that the Borello Ranch is home to septic ponds that are permitted by 
Marin County and the Regional Water Quality Control Board but are not currently in operation.  
We understand that when operated pursuant to these permits, accepting only West Marin waste, 
and by a responsible party like Mike Giammona the septic ponds will be an asset to West Marin.  
EAC understands that Mike Giammona has an excellent track record of operating City Sewer 
Pumping, his family’s septic service business, responsibly for the past 25 years.  EAC supports 
the operation of the Borello Ranch septic ponds under Mike Giammona’s expert management 
and commitment to the highest environmental standards. We expect that this commitment to 
sound environmental management will be written into the conservation easement and carried 
forward as part of the MALT stewardship of this property. 
 
I toured the property on Wednesday, August 13th with Mike Giammona and Jeff Stump, 
MALT’s Director of Conservation.  I am personally very grateful to both of them for their 
tireless commitment and leadership to protect this extraordinary ranch. EAC and I  
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wholeheartedly support their commitment to restoring the former quarry site, as well as the 
original path of Millerton Creek. 
 
EAC is glad to support this acquisition as described above and strongly believes it is a win for 
both agriculture and for the environment in West Marin. EAC appreciates MALT’s leadership in 
the effort to protect the Borello Ranch and its willingness to work together with EAC on this 
important project. 
 
With best regards, 
 
 
 
 
Amy Trainer, Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


