
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

  
 

 
August 16th 2018 
 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Marine Region, Marine Protected Area Management Program 
20 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 1000 
Monterey, CA  
 
California Ocean Protection Council 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: 2018 Draft Marine Protected Area (MPA) Monitoring Action Plan 

 

The undersigned organizations have together been involved in all stages of the Marine Life Protection 
Act, from supporting the creation of California’s marine protected area network and serving as 
representatives on regional stakeholder groups to continuing advocacy efforts around outreach, 
education and enforcement today. We commend the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, the 
California Ocean Protection Council and their partners for creating a high-quality and thoughtful 
monitoring plan, which will be instrumental in helping the State of California sustainably, manage 
California’s marine resources. The Draft MPA Monitoring Action Plan (Draft Action Plan) carefully lays 
the groundwork for long-term monitoring and the ongoing evaluation of California’s unparalleled 
network of 124 marine protected areas (MPAs). 

The Draft Action Plan includes sensibly designed methods for evaluating the performance of California’s 
MPAs. It does a thorough job of outlining key biological and ecological metrics and methods for 
evaluating the MPA Network through novel approaches that will have impacts on MPA science and 
understanding beyond California. We were particularly pleased to see the inclusion of the Regional 
Oceanographic Modeling System (ROMS) in the suite of methods available to help identify priority MPAs 



for monitoring, as this system allows more specificity in our understanding of the dynamics of larval 
dispersal and connectivity within the network. Furthermore, the document does an excellent job of 
highlighting organizations involved in the ongoing management of California’s MPAs, thereby 
demonstrating the complexity of managing a network of this scale and the state’s important 
commitment to the evolving partnerships that aid in MPA network management. 

As noted in the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resource’s publication, 
How is Your MPA Doing?, “MPAs affect and are affected by people.”i With that in mind, we have 
identified an opportunity for the document to clarify the role of long-term monitoring of the social 
dimensions of California’s MPA Network. A long-term MPA monitoring regime that includes a strong 
understanding of the socioeconomic factors affecting MPAs would provide valuable information to 
inform MPA network effectiveness. 

Specifically, we recommend the Draft Action Plan be revised to include: 

1. Clarification that the tier system is to prioritize monitoring efforts only and is not an expression 
of value or importance of any particular MPA; 

2. The role of socioeconomic dimensions as part of long-term monitoring of MPAs and as a part of 
understanding MPA Network effectiveness; 

3. The metrics and methods for long-term socioeconomic monitoring identified in Appendix D to 
be included in the main body of the Action Plan; 

4. MPA enforcement and compliance data as key metrics to understanding trends in compliance 
and understanding MPA effectiveness; and 

5. Areas of interest for emerging socioeconomic research and development. 
 

Overall, the Draft Action Plan includes a useful approach to help guide monitoring that can deepen 
California’s understanding of the valuable resources off its coastline. We look forward to continued 
partnerships and supporting the great work of the state in the stewardship of our MPAs. 

 

Thank you, 

Jennifer Savage 
California Policy Manager 
Surfrider Foundation 
 
Mary Luna 
Coastal and Marine Scientist 
Heal the Bay 
 
Zachary Plopper 
Conservation Director 
WILDCOAST 
 
Sean Bothwell  
Policy Director 
California Coastkeeper Alliance  



 
Morgan Patton  
Executive Director  
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin 
 
Ray Hiemstra 
Associate Director 
Orange County Coastkeeper 
 
Michael Quill 
Marine Programs Director  
Los Angeles Waterkeeper 
 
Angela Kemsley 
MPA Watch Program Coordinator 
WILDCOAST 
 
Calla Allison 
Executive Director 
MPA Collaborative Network 
 
Elizabeth Murdoch 
Director, Pacific Oceans Initiative, Oceans Division, Nature Program 
Natural Resource Defense Council 
 
 

i International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, How is Your MPA Doing?, 2004, page 
113. 

                                                           


