
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

July 23, 2018 

 

John Laird, Secretary for Natural Resources  

Chair, Ocean Protection Council  

California Natural Resources Agency  

1416 9th Street, Suite 1311  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Sent via electronic mail to: COPCpublic@resources.ca.gov 

 

RE: July 25 Agenda Item 4b, Consideration of Authorization to Disburse Funds for Marine 

Protected Area Outreach and Enforcement – SUPPORT 

  

Dear Secretary Laird and Members of the Ocean Protection Council: 

 

The undersigned organizations are in strong support of Ocean Protection Council (OPC) funding for 

1. Marine Protected Areas Education, and 2. Marine Protected Areas Enforcement.  

 

1. Educating Californians and visitors about the achievements of the California-wide network of 

marine protected areas is crucial to their success and critical to maintaining compliance with MPA 

rules and regulations. The disbursement of funding to the Department of Parks and Recreation 

(Parks) for interpretive and educational opportunities will improve public awareness and stewardship 

of these important protected areas. Specifically, funding will enable the Parks MPA Outreach and 

Education project to expand year-round interpretive and educational opportunities at seven park 

districts that are co-located with the state’s MPA network including updates to onsite interpretive 

media and improvements to MPA messaging in Parks’ online resources through the department’s 

popular PORTs program.  

 

2. Providing MPA enforcement support for the California Department of Fish and Wildlife is 

essential to achieving the ecological goals described in the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA). The 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Law Enforcement Division, Marine Enforcement 

District (MED) allows specialized wildlife officers to focus their efforts solely on enforcing marine 

regulations. Funding will allow MED to measurable increase the presence of MED wardens to patrol, 

deter, and issue citations for violations occurring. Recurring poaching of marine life in MPAs 

decreases diversity, populations, and reproductive output, and can therefore affect an ecosystem’s 

ability to recover from or mitigate negative impacts. Past CDFW LED efforts, both on land and at 

sea, have shown that while an enhanced enforcement detail focused on one protected area or 

geographic region reduces violations in that area, violations increase in other regions not receiving 

the same attention. This project addresses this need for consistent enforcement efforts statewide, as a 



statewide application is most successful in achieving the goals of the MLPA.  

 

By providing funding for enforcement and education, OPC would fill a longstanding need in 

achieving the goals of the statewide network of MPAs. We fully support OPC’s investment in MPA 

enforcement and education to improve and protect California’s marine resources.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Long     Jenn Savage 

Executive Director    Surfrider Foundation   

California Marine Sanctuary Foundation California Policy Manager  

 

 

Mary Luna     Morgan Patton            

Coastal and Marine Scientist   Executive Director     

Heal The Bay     Environmental Action Committee of West Marin  

 

 

Serge Dedina, PhD    George Leonard, PhD 

Executive Director    Chief Scientist 

WildCoast     Ocean Conservancy 

 

Ray Hiemstra 

Associate Director  

Orange County Coastkeeper 

 

 

       

 

             

  

 

 

 




